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Over the course of his long life and career as a writer, farmer, and journalist, Gene Logsdon published more 
than two dozen books, both practical and philosophical, on all aspects of rural life and affairs. His nonfiction 
works include Gene Everlasting, A Sanctuary of Trees, and Living at Nature’s Pace. He wrote a popular blog, The 
Contrary Farmer, as well as an award-winning column for the Carey, Ohio, Progressor Times. Gene was also a 
contributor to Farming Magazine and The Draft Horse Journal. He lived and farmed in Upper Sandusky, Ohio, 
where he died in 2016, a few weeks after finishing his final book, Letter to a Young Farmer. 

Practical advice from one of farming’s “founding curmudgeons.”

C ompleted only a few weeks before the author’s death, Letter to a Young Farmer is a remarkable testament to the 
life and wisdom of one of the greatest rural philosophers and writers of our time. 

Gene Logsdon’s earthy wit and irreverent humor combine with his valuable perspectives on many wide-ranging 
subjects—everything from how to show a ram who’s the boss to enjoying the almost churchlike calmness of a well-
built livestock barn. 

Logsdon also ponders a wide variety of topics facing today’s farmers, including:

• Big data and “robot farming”
• Fake steaks 
• The myth of the American farmer 
• Today’s “Rurban” culture 
• If Michelangelo had to drive to work 
• The economic decentralization of nearly everything
• Pasture farming 
• Praise of rural simplicity (whatever that is)
• Finding and keeping a farm partner 

Wendell Berry, a longtime friend of Gene’s and fellow celebrant of rural life, wrote a special foreword for this book. 
“What at last seems most remarkable about this book, and what moves me most, is the tone of it, which has from 
beginning to end the necessary calm of sense-making,” writes Berry. “In the midst of our epidemic fear of the future 
and its so-far predicted emergencies and catastrophes, here is Gene patiently, quietly, with the right touch of merri-
ment, talking about the small, really possible ways of solving our one great problem: how to live on the Earth without 
destroying it.”

Combined, the wisdom passed along by Logsdon and Berry ensures that this book will provide both a practical and 
philosophical grounding for young farmers who are seeking a new way of life as small-scale “garden farmers” rather 
than the “get big or get out” approach to farming that has come to define much of Western agriculture. 
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